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The Church of Scotland seeks to inspire the people of
Scotland and beyond with the Good News of Jesus Christ
through enthusiastic worshipping, witnessing, nurturing and
serving communities.
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Dear Friends

At the General Assembly this year it was noted that the
church lives not in an age of change but a change of agel!

These are indeed for all congregations changing and
challenging times! Nothing stays the same!l Yet the
opportunities for Christian service abound. I cherish the
comments attributed to Mother Theresa:

"God does not expect us to do great things but small things
with great love."

When we are all faithful in small things big things can
happen particularly in a change of age!

Rich Robinson also sees the possibilities of a change of age.

A contemporary Christian leader, Robinson described how
the church can indeed move from managing 'what is' to
stepping into ‘what could be'.

He writes

"In 2018, a Swedish fteenager, Greta Thunberg, sparked a
global movement by initially simply sitting alone outside
Parliament. Within months, millions joined her. What began
as a moment of an individual became a movement of many -
dynamic, decentralised, and owned by many people in many
places.
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History shows that lasting change rarely stays confined to
individuals, moments or events. Movements sparked by
figures or moments, like Martin Luther King Jr. or William
Wilberforce - gain power when they are shared, multiplied,
and embodied across communities and contexts.

The story of God's people has always followed this pattern.
From Genesis to the Great Commission, and beyond, the call
is clear: participate, go, and multiply”.

Last month as a church we celebrated Pentecost.

We remember Pentecost as the birthday of the church. The
outpouring of God's empowering Spirit.

God's Spirit was no longer restricted to the few but to the
many!

It is not the few but the many who are now tasked to
engage in the mission of the church.

We are indeed all called! (and in the winter sometimes
frozenl)

No surprise then that we find that the Pentecost season is
the longest liturgical season in the church lasting until
Advent.

I appreciate we live in a society where self sufficiency is
much prized!

Yet God's people come to understand that we were never
meant to face the joys and sorrows of life alone.

Rather our hearts can be warmed daily by the comfort
strength and guidance of God's spirit!

So too the same spirit which inspired the early church may
yet empower us fo serve God and to serve others - doing
small things with great love.



We seek to do all these small things faithfully whether it is
an age of change or change of agel

As the summer months stretch before us, I wish you and
yours happy holy days ahead!

Yours in Him
Rev Neil McNaught
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Some notes from Rev David ...

' The 2025/26 session of Men's Breakfasts
2 A\ drew to a close on Saturday 30th May.
MEE}O? Eﬁvﬁfﬁ"“ Once again, we had a great turnout of gents
h! who enjoyed hot filled rolls and tea/coffee
) before hearing from our guest speaker -
[ AW Mr. Billy Cunningham. Through his
presentation, and question/answer session, Billy gave a interesting
insight to his experience of managing the provision of patient food
within the NHS. We certainly learned about the complexities
involved in ensuring that patients receive good quality and nutritious
food during their stay in hospital. As usual, the gents were invited to
make a contribution for their breakfast, the sum received going to a
charity selected by the guest speaker. The sum of £146.00 was duly
donated to the National Autistic Society - the charity selected by
Billy. We look forward to the next session of Men's Breakfasts that
will kick-off on Saturday 26th September 2026 at 10.00am.

Messy Church concluded the 2025/26 session
with their meeting on Saturday the 9th of
May when we concluded our theme of
considering ‘Important Numbers In The
Biblel'. It was once again great to see so
many children, parents, grandparents, aunts
and uncles enjoying the craft activities, story and games, all ‘rounded
of f' with a meal together. Messy Church returns for a new session on
Saturday 12th September - I wonder what the new theme will be?

s If you have not already secured your tickets
) prOise for 'Praise Gathering 2026', there may still
t theri be time! The Praise Gathering concerts will
garnering be held in the Glasgow Royal Concert Hall on
Saturday 20th June (3.00pm) and Sunday 21st June (4.00pm). For
further information, please speak with Rev. David. Tickets can be
obtained from
https://www.glasgowlife.org.uk/event/5/praise-gathering



https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.glasgowlife.org.uk/event/5/praise-gathering___.YzJlOmNodXJjaG9mc2NvdGxhbmQ6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6MDg2NmRjY2RiMzBhZmZjZTllNzEyYjMxNTJlNWVmZWE6Nzo5NGIxOmVmZTI0ZjE4ZDkwNTdhZTJjZWZhZDJlZDNhMDFjMTI5YjczNTMwYjVhMzMyNDExMjQxMDM5MWZiNjk5YjhjYmY6cDpUOkY

Alloway and Fisherton Parish Church Newsletter—June

Praise Gathering is a 450-voice choir drawn from more than 200
Scottish Christian Churches and in addition will feature performances
by the PG Youth Choir, Celtic Worship, The Searchlight Theatre
Company, and a reflection from Kenny Borthwick.

We are so excited to be able to release details of our Summer Holiday
Club 2026. This year, the theme is 'African Adventures - On A
Mission’. Each day, we will think about different missionaries from
Scotland who travelled to Africa to share the Good News of Jesus
Christ. In addition to highlighting the missionary work of these
individuals, we will also think about the countries they visited - including
the geography, the wildlife and the food. The Summer Holiday Club will
run from Monday 3rd - Friday 7th August, 10am-12 noon each day and is
open to children who have, or will attend primary school in 2026. For
further information, or a registration form, please contact Rev. David
either on 07858 966367, or at dhume@churchofscotland.org.uk or
download a form at:

https://bit.ly/AFPC-AfricanAdventures

ALLOWAY CHURCH

SUMMER HOLIDAY CLUB 7 3

A

A W-\ln"uvu Dﬁf*ﬁ

Richest blessings, David.

4”  3rd-Tth Aucusr 2026 |

10am 12 noon

Registration Form
available from -
u
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In 563 AD St Columba sailed from Ireland fto Iona - a tiny island off
Mull, in the Western Highlands. He brought Christianity with him.

Columba (c. 521-97) was born in Donegal of the royal Ui Neill clan, and
he trained as a monk. He founded the monasteries of Derry (546),
Durrow (c.556) and probably Kells. But in 565 Columba left Ireland with
twelve companions for Iona, an island off southwest Scotland. Iona had
been given to him for a monastery by the ruler of the Irish Dalriada.

Why would a monk in his mid-40s go info such voluntary exile? Various
explanations include voluntary exile for Christ, an attempt to help
overseas compatriofs in their struggle for survival, or even as some
sort of punishment for his part in a row over a psalter in Ireland.
Whatever the reason, Columba went to Iona and spent the rest of his
life in Scotland, returning to Ireland only for occasional visits.

Columba's biographer, Adomnan, portrays him as a tall, striking figure
of powerful build and impressive presence, who combined the skills of
scholar, poet and ruler with a fearless commitment to God's cause.
Able, ardent, and sometimes harsh, Columba seems to have mellowed
with age.

As well as building his monastery on Iona, Columba also converted
Brude, King of the Picts. Columba had great skill as a scribe, and an
example of this can be seen in the Cathach of Columba, a late 6th
century psalter in the Irish Academy, which is the oldest surviving
example of Irish majuscule writing. In his later years Columba spent
much time transcribing books.

Columba’s death was apparently foreseen by his community, and even, it
seems, sensed by his favourite horse.
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He died in the church just before Matins, and it is a tribute to this
man that his traditions were upheld by his followers for about a
century, not least in the Synod of Whitby and in Irish monasteries on
the continent of Europe.

A Prayer of St Columba:

"My dearest Lord,

Be Thou a bright flame before me,
Be Thou a guiding star above me,

Be Thou a smooth path beneath me,
Be Thou a kindly shepherd behind me,
Today and evermore.”

Wednesday Worship

Why not join us for Wednesday Worship 10.30am - 1lam in the
Octagonal Hall throughout the summer.

(A short service followed by a long cup of teal)
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Christian Aid Week

A big thank you to everyone who supported our Christian Aid
fundraising event on Saturday 16th May when we raised a total of
£1,590.

This was made up from;- Tea room - £684, plant sales - £224, book
sales £545, tea/coffee after church £137.

The total from the return of envelopes (including gift aid) as at Sunday
24th May is £1,354.

We also received a donation of £200 from Wednesday Worship.
So the final total is £3,144.

When we see the suffering in our world today it is clear that Christian
Aid has a huge task and we earnestly pray for their work.

Mission Committee

Leisurely Lunches

Our Leisurely Lunch on 23rd April marked the end of our 2025/26
season.

Our five lunches in October, January, February, March and April raised
a total of £2,426, an increase of £300 on last year, which will be used
for our work in Bandawe.

We are thankful to everyone who contributed in any way towards this
total.

Mission Committee

10
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Sunday School Looks for Volunteers

Sunday School meets during school term time for children aged
approximately 3-12 years. Each week we focus on a bible story, do
games and a craft. We are looking for volunteers to assist on the
lesson planning and participating in a rota helping out approximately
every 2-3 Sundays.

Come along and have fun.

Please contact Rhona on Tel: 01292 443891 or Alison on Tel: 01292
441225. Looking forward to hearing from you.

& :‘S:n.daa
Apal Schol

CHURCH WALK

The next Church Walk will take place on Sunday, 26th July. The plan
is fo organise a dog friendly walk along the prom. Those infterested
should meet at the carpark adjacent to the Horizon Hotel at 1.45pm
and the walk will commence from there, returning in due course to the
Horizon Hotel, a dog friendly establishment, for hospitality. You should
bring an assortment of change as the Horizon Hotel do not accept
individual payments within a group.  For further information, please
speak with Sheena or Donald Kemp.
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21st June Father’s Day

In the UK, USA and Canada, the third Sunday in June is Father's Day.
It's usually a good time for sons and daughters to take their father to
his favourite restaurant, or to watch a favoured sport, or whatever
else he enjoys doing. How will you celebrate it this year? How do these
special days ever get started, anyway?

Father's Day began because way back in 1909 there was a woman in
Spokane, Washington, named Sonora Louise Smart Dodd. That year she
heard a church sermon about the merits of setting aside a day to
honour one's mother. Mother's Day was just beginning to gather
widespread attention in the United States at this time.

But Sonora Louise Smart Dodd knew that it was her father who had
selflessly raised herself and her five siblings by himself after their
mother had died in childbirth. So, the sermon on mothers gave Sonora
Louise the idea to petition for a day to honour fathers, and in
particular, her own father, William Jackson Smart.

Sonora Louise soon set about planning the first Father's Day
celebration in Spokane in 1910. With support from the Spokane
Ministerial Association and the YMCA, her efforts paid off, and a
'Father's Day' was appointed. Sonora Louise had wanted Father's Day to
be on the first Sunday in June (since that was her father's birthday),
but the city council didn't have fime to approve it until later in the
month. And so, on June 19th, 1910, the first Father's Day was
celebrated in Spokane.

Gradually, other people in other cities caught on and started
celebrating their fathers, too. The rose was selected as the official
Father's Day flower. Some people began to wear a white rose to honour
a father who was dead, and a red one to honour a father who was living.

Finally, in 1972, President Richard Nixon signed a presidential
proclamation declaring the third Sunday of June as Father's Day - a
permanent, national holiday.

12
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Kiltwalk Kindness 2026

On behalf of all Kilt walkers - a huge thanks for all the generous support
received from so many in the congregationl We would like to
acknowledge the support of two local Funeral Directors Barry Whalen
and M L Williams who also kindly donated to our appeal! After walking
14.5 miles we did wonder about buying one of their plans!!

The Final Kiltwalk Kindness Total (including Gift Aid) £5500.
Neil, Jill, Jean, Stevie, Bill

Meanwhile congrats to Miss Zoe Andrews. who put her best foot
forward for charity by taking part in two of this year's Kiltwalks.

Zoe walked 3.2 miles in Glasgow and will walk four miles in Aberdeen.

13
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On the evening of Friday 26th June in Alloway and Fisherton Church
there will be a celebration of the festival of St John.

It is a service organised by the Order of St John who requested this
year it be held in Alloway and Fisherton Church.

St John Scotland was established in 1947 and is associated with St
John Ambulance, and St John International which operates in 44
different countries throughout the world.

St John Scotland support community health resilience to help improve
the lives of people in need.

With volunteers spread throughout Scotland, they work Nationally,
and Locally, to support communities fo save lives, by offering
Bystander CPR Awareness sessions, the roll out and installation of
Public Access Defibrillators, Patient Transport Services, and
supporting Community First Responders.

They also fund Scottish Mountain Rescue teams and support the St
John Scotland Mountain Safety Instructor Scheme.

St John Scotland support essential sight saving work at the St John
Eye Hospital in Jerusalem and run health projects operated by St
John Malawi.

By working together, we can save lives!

Find out more at https://www.stjohnscotland.org.uk/

14
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k / G(ib Girlguiding

B

Ayrshire South County

Girlguiding

thirdallowaybrownies@hotmail.com
by Brown Owl Lise Whittle

117 Brownies from 3rd Alloway Brownies and 1st
2+ Dalmilling Brownies recently joined for their
annual  Brownie Pack Holiday at Nether
Auchendrane Girlguiding Activity Centre in Alloway.
o5 The theme this year was 'Rumble in the Jungle'.
The Brownies arrived on the Friday evening and
« |settled into their dorms. After a welcome pow-wow
%% B and a Brownie sing-song, everyone signed placemats
2l# and had a group photograph. We did some craft

— activities including a charm brooch with a choice of
jungle animal charms, and also colouring in a jungle themed clock face
which we stuck onto old CDs and Mr. Brown Owl helped make into
working clocks. We had a snack of filled rolls and traybakes, and then
everyone got into their PJs and after a bedtime story were supposed
to go to sleep!

= DALMILLING

The next morning was bright and sunny and the bleary-eyed Brownies
headed outside sftill in their PJs for Jungle Tai Chi exercises. Affer a
delicious breakfast including Cook Owl Janis's famous freshly
home-made pancakes with lots of delicious toppings, everyone tidied up
- the Brownies were in three rotating ‘work parties' to clear the
tables/do the washing up, clean the windows, and clean the bathroom!
After that the Brownies made jungle animal masks and mini animal
parachutes. It was one of the Brownies' 10th birthday, and we all sang
Happy Birthday - 10 times throughout the day! - and had a scrummy
birthday cake for snack.

After snack we tried out the new 'Blind Trail' obstacle course, where
the Brownies could put on non-see-through goggles and helmets, and be
guided through various obstacles. We then had a delicious lunch of
wraps, fruit and traybakes and after that it was rest time. Next

15
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everyone went outside again for the playpark, mud kitchen, frisbee
golf, and had a Treasure Hunt. Later on we played Jungle Bingo and
made jungle animal magnets. At teatime everyone enjoyed chicken or
veggie nuggets, smiley faces, peas, corn and spaghetti hoops, followed
by jelly, ice-cream and cake. After tea we went outside to the
campfire and sang songs around the fire, before coming inside to get
info PJs and watch a movie - Disney's cartoon 'The Jungle Book' of
course (Brown Owl's favouritel) - while munching on popcorn and
marshmallows. Then it was bedtime, and after such a busy day
everyone fell asleep quickly.

On Sunday morning we went outside to do jungle animal yoga exercises.
After yummy eggy toast for breakfast everyone started packing up
their things, and we had a chance to buy something from the gift shop.
Then it was time for a Jungle Safari Hunt outdoors where the
Brownies had to spot things starting with the letters J U N G L E,
which is harder than you might think - for the letter 'U' the Brownies
came up with Uniform and Universel. We played parachute games, and
then after hotdogs and a Leftovers Lunch, we ended our holiday with
'Reflections’ and the Brownies said what they most enjoyed (or didn't
enjoy) about their Pack holiday. Everyone received a certificate and
lots of badges, and the Leaders received toadstool mugs. After a
farewell song, it was home time and big hugs with their families.

Thanks are due to the Guiders Little Owl Lara, Janis M, Fiona R, and
Jackie B for all their effort and time in putting together such a
fun-filled Pack Holiday, and to the parent & grandparent helpers who
came early to help clean the Centre.

A huge thank you for all the support and encouragement we receive
from everyone at the Church. 3rd Alloway Brownies is urgently
needing another volunteer adult helper at our weekly meetings. If
you are interested in volunteering, or know anyone else who is,
please get in touch thirdallowaybrownies@hotmail.com

16
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Third Brownies Annual Pack Holiday
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1st Alloway Company - End of 47th Session

Anchor Boy Section numbers were low this year due to the P2 football
team training on

Friday evenings with matches on Sunday. The boys who attended had
a super fime - crafts, storytelling, assorted games, even a Christmas
party with ten pin bowling, Laser Quest, food and Santa (the
Companies Honorary Officer).

Junior Section enjoyed the theme throughout the session - food and
your digestive system. This included a visit to a real working farm in
Hi-Viz vests etc.

A team participated in the Ayrshire Battalion's Super Group, Winners
53, 2nd 54 - Alloway 55 {smartest at Drill}.

The boys gained a total of 100 badges in the session - their armbands
are nearly fulll

Quite a few Activities where the "whole" Company participated. CPR
Training (to a high standard), Burns Supper, numerous community
events were supported, Bike Maintenance, Mexican Night and Fund
Raising for Charities. A special race night plus a sleigh night enabled
Alzheimer's to receive £1250. Six other charities nominated by the
boys each received £500. Young Farmers "bowered" the sleigh and
raised a staggering £12,000 for The Beatson.

The Company Section had various Community projects: Dog Agility
Shows, Antique Tractor Show, Beekeepers Show, Christmas Fayres,
Burns Fed School Competition, BCL re-opening, Alloway Tunnel
Scavenger Hunt. It is not just BB work the lads get credit for, nearly
all, have other commitments - rugby, football, swimming, karate, judo,
tennis, chess and archery.

18
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With the Covid five year cycle, now behind us the Company is ready to
meet the future challenges. 5 senior NCOs fully trained, 3 Junior
Staff ready for the next level and committed senior staff of 5 veteran
and 4 new Officers.

During a recent review by Brigade Scotland - the Official was amazed
at the high number of Queen's Men, DoE Awards and VASA hours that
boys had gained over the past 5 years. Ironically, due to Alloway being
a "high amenity" area no grant of 5k could be awarded.

Camp 2026, will be in Arran yet again. Boys will be parading from the
Pier to the Highland Games and participating in all sports (previously,
one was the "world champion pillow fighter” another was twice the top
sprinter). Due to our supporters donations the camp cost per boy is
still only £70. Five days of action packed activities and plenty of food
& laughs. Not for the faint hearted.
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. JESUS OFTEN TOLD
Th e ta ie of STORIES WITH
HIDDEN MEANINGS
the
Salt
and g

HE ONE EXPLAINED TO HIS
FRIENDS THAT THEY WERE A
BIT LIKE SALTI

IN JESUS DAY, SALT WAS
VERY PRECIOUS. IT HELPED
PRESERVE FOQD....

@ 4
b_go0by - )
:7‘.7%" ﬂodouooga"d 4 d 64‘;%
SALT HELPED MAKE LIFE
BETTER - WE TOQ SHOULD HELP
...AND SALT GAVE FLAVOUR. MAKE LIFE BETTER IF WE
IT WAS VERY USEFUL INDEED CHOOQSE TO FOLLOW JESUS!

JESUS ALSO SAID HIS FOLLOWERS
SHOULD BE LTKE LIGHTS

'NOBQODY LIEGHTS A LAMP - THEN PUTS
IT UNDER A BOWL', SAID JESUS

THE WAY WE LIVE OUR LIVES AS
CHRISTIANS SHOULD BE AN EXAMPLE
TO THE REST OF THE WOREE;
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JUST LIKE A CITY BUILT ON A HILL!
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‘ himself

give

zl you
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2 Thessalonians 3:16
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Parish Record

"Whom God Has Joined Together”

145.26 Miss Kayleigh McGuire and Mr David Moore

“Blessed Are Those Who Mourn™

27.4.26 Mrs Alice Stewart Gearholm Road
9.5.26 Mrs Shona Shepherd  Doonfoot Gardens

Deadline for August Newsletter—Tuesday 21 July—12 noon
Contributions should be sent to:

secretary.allowaypc@gmail.com
Please visit our website www.allowaychurch.org or our Facebook page
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