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Dear Friends  

As I write there can be no doubt that the nights are    
growing a little shorter and the days a little longer! 

To our world at this time we welcome one of the most  
fragile of flowers – the snowdrop! 

The snowdrop is entitled Galanthus Nivalis –  gala – milk   
anthos  flower – nivalis – of snow  

Snowdrops speak of strength yet fragility. 

Pastorally I became aware of a little piece of prose in which 
the snowdrop in mentioned.  

 

“The world may never notice if a Snowdrop doesn’t bloom, 

Or even pause to wonder if the petals fall too soon. 

But every life that ever forms, or ever comes to be,  

touches the world in some small way 

For all eternity” 

 

Not the biggest of flowers yet the snowdrop is a herald of 
hope and better warmer times ahead! 

In terms of Christian life and witness none of us feel we 
necessarily make a large indelible mark in the life of the 
world. 

Perhaps we are called to be little signs of hope. Like    
snowdrops. 



4 

Alloway Parish Church Newsletter—February 

We are small pointers to a promise of New Life  

In faith we are called to believe the best is yet to be. 

May the promise of spring in creation and in our hearts  
sustain our life and living.  

 

Every blessing  

Rev Neil McNaught 
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A note from Rev. David… 

Like many of you I imagine, the 27th of January each year fills my 
heart with sadness as we observe International Holocaust               
Remembrance Day. The 27th of January was chosen to commemorate 
the date of the liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration 
camp in 1945.  It is important however, that we do not forget the 
victims of the Holocaust, which resulted in the murder of millions of 
Jewish people, along with countless members of other minorities, 
between 1933 and 1945 by Nazi Germany.  

Here are some facts about the Holocaust: 

1. The Holocaust was the state-sponsored mass murder of      
millions of Jewish people, queer people, people with             
disabilities, and other persecuted groups by the Nazi regime 
during WWII. 

2. Whilst the majority of the killings occurred from 1941-1945, 
Jews were persecuted by the Nazi regime from 1933 when 
Adolf Hitler came to power in Germany. 

3. Jewish people were excluded from public life on 15th          
September 1935 when the Nuremberg Laws were issued – 
these laws also stripped German Jews of their citizenship and 
their right to marry Germans. 

4. Kristallnacht (The Night of Broken Glass) occurred on the 
night of 9th November 1938.  Nazis pillaged, burned           
synagogues, broke windows of Jewish-owned businesses, and 
attacked Jewish people in Austria and Germany.  30,000 Jews 
were arrested and sent to concentration camps. 

5. From 1939, the Nazi government ordered all Jewish people to 
wear a yellow Star of David on their clothing.  The tactic    
isolated Jews from the rest of society and made it easier for 
them to be identified and targeted. 

7. Following Germany’s invasion of Poland, Jews were forced to 
live in confined areas called ghettos, sometimes sealed off 
from the rest of the city by fences or barbed wire.  There 
they faced shortages of food and medicine and the constant 
fear of being deported to concentration camps. 



6 

Alloway Parish Church Newsletter—February 

8. The Nazis constructed over 44,000 incarceration sites, which 
included detention centres, forced labour camps, and killing    
centres.  They functioned independent of any judicial review, and 
torture, starvation, and mass murder were frequent. 

9. Approximately 6 million Jewish people died during the Holocaust, 
and nearly a third of them died within a span of three months.  
Ultimately, two-thirds of all Jewish people living in Europe during 
World War II were killed by the Nazi regime. 

10. In addition to Jewish people, millions of other individuals were 
also killed during the Holocaust, including Roma, Jehovah’s       
Witnesses, queer people, and people with disabilities. 

11. It was The United Nations that designated 27th January as     
International Holocaust Remembrance Day. 

Despite the horror of the Holocaust, it is sad that throughout the 
world – and perhaps even in our own communities, towns, and nation – 
that individuals and groups continue to be persecuted because of    
characteristics such as their age, gender, nationality, race, colour,   
ethnic origin, religion, beliefs, disability, height, weight, accent…. and 
the list goes on. 

As we remember the tragedy of the Holocaust, and recognise ongoing 
persecution in different formats, it is important for us to remember 
that we are commanded by God to love our neighbour (Mark 12:31) – 
even those neighbours who are not like us.  I know from experience that 
this is not always easy, but what a better world we would live in if we 
were more accepting of each other and loved our neighbours as        
ourselves. 

Blessings, David. 
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Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
 

The recent death of Archbishop Desmond Tutu was mourned around 
the world. Here are five of his more famous quotes, which show why 
he was so especially honoured for his justice and reconciliation work 
in South Africa. 

 

“Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little bits of good 
put together that overwhelm the world.” 

“If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side 
of the oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse, 
and you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your 
neutrality.” 

“Don’t raise your voice, improve your argument. Good sense does not 
always lie with the loudest shouters, nor can we say that a large,   
unruly crowd is always the best arbiter of what is right.” 

“Forgiving is not forgetting; it’s actually remembering – remembering 
and not using your right to hit back. It’s a second chance for a new 
beginning. And the remembering part is particularly important.      
Especially if you don’t want to repeat what happened.” 

“Differences are not intended to separate, to alienate. We are      
different precisely in order to realise our need of one another.” 
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The Valentine Story 

 
The Roman Emperor Claudius II needed soldiers. He suspected that 
marriage made men want to stay at home with their wives, instead of 
fighting wars, so he outlawed marriage. 

A kind-hearted young priest named Valentine felt sorry for all the  
couples who wanted to marry, but who couldn’t. So secretly he married 
as many couples as he could – until the Emperor found out and          
condemned him to death. While he was in prison awaiting execution, 
Valentine showed love and compassion to everyone around him, including 
his jailer. 

The jailer had a young daughter who was blind, but through Valentine’s 
prayers, she was healed. Just before his death in Rome on 
14th February, he wrote her a farewell message signed ‘From your   
Valentine.’ 

So, the very first Valentine card was not between lovers, but  between 
a priest about to die, and a little girl, healed through his prayers. 
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Session Meetings – November, December and January 
 

There is not a great deal to report from these first two meetings due 
to the fact that because of Covid restrictions we have been unable to 
hold many of our normal meetings and activities. We did manage to go 
ahead with our Christmas Fair and in November the Mission committee 
explained how this would be achieved safely with all required         
safeguards in place. We heard that Messy Church had restarted but 
the first meeting had been poorly attended. However, it was agreed 
that the important thing was to get it going again and hopefully, with 
more publicity, attendance would recover to previous levels. We are 
still moving forward with the Presbytery Plan and our Union with    
Fisherton and the next phase is to create a draft local mission plan. It 
was suggested that our three representatives who took part in the  
initial phase would be in the best position to help draw up a suitable 
plan. This was agreed.  

At the end of the meeting it was advised that one of our long serving 
Elders, Mr Ewan McHarg was retiring after 50 years of service. 

The December meeting was held jointly with the Board with the      
specific purpose of reviewing our Covid procedures in light of new  
guidance from the Church of Scotland. A number of suggestions had 
been made regarding an increase in social distancing, re-introduction of 
taking names with contact details and cancelling all forms of            
hospitality. Our Covid Officer, Mr Philip Gay, confirmed that the Covid 
committee had already met and put in place the proposed                 
recommendations. After some discussion the court approved the plans 
which unfortunately included ceasing all forms of hospitality. 

At our January meeting Neil started by thanking everyone who had 
helped with the arrangements for our Christmas services at a very  
difficult period. It was good to have been able to offer worship 
throughout this period and the services were well supported by the 
congregation. The Mission committee brought us up to date with good 
progress in our Malawi projects and advised that additional funds had 
been sent to both schools to allow them to purchase food in difficult 
times of shortage and soaring inflation.  

David confirmed that the second of the Messy Church meetings at the 
end of November had, as hoped, been much better supported.          
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Unfortunately both the next planned meeting in January and the new 
Stepping Stones programme had to be cancelled because of greater 
Covid restrictions. David also confirmed that there is still no contact 
allowed with our schools meantime but he did welcome lots of the   
children to church over the Christmas period as they were able to visit 
class by class. Both primary schools have also agreed to help fund some 
of our Malawi projects.  

A new Alpha Course is being considered and further details of this will 
be given later. It is hoped that we will be able to produce and deliver 
our usual Easter cards this year and also hold some extra services  
during Holy week.  

Eric Ness 

Session Clerk 
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Congregational Board Business Update 
 

Finance: 

We have recently received further kind donations via our Donate   
button on our Church webpage. 

In the annual Budget for 2022 our Treasurer, Lorna, has predicted a 
working deficit of around £34,000. 

We may address this by lowering expenditure and/or increasing      
income, however during these Covid-19 times both can be problematic. 

It has been reassuring that our members have in general maintained 
their previous level of giving during difficult times, and for this we are 
extremely grateful. 

The Board took a principled decision to publicly report (unless advised 
otherwise ) any bequests received. 

The Court gratefully welcomed the legacy of Mrs Bunty McWhirter 
who bequeathed in excess of £46,000 to the church. 

Property: 

Future Projects: 

There are no major projects in the pipeline. 

Consideration is currently being given to replacing the ground level 
floodlights around the Church as these have suffered badly from   
water ingress. 

The real benefits of LED lighting will be assessed, both for external 
floodlighting and in the numerous uplighters and downlighters in the 
Sanctuary.  

Grounds: 

Our volunteer gardeners are currently preparing the planters and  
borders in our grounds for springtime. 
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Manse: 

The work to replace the 107 foot long wall on the mutual boundary  
between the Manse and the neighbours to the North has now been 
completed. 

Some shrub planting will be carried out to soften the appearance. 

Halls: 

Wi-Fi: 

The Wi-Fi signal in our Halls is both unreliable and of poor quality. 

Openreach are currently installing fibre-optic cabling throughout    
Alloway and Doonfoot. 

The outmoded copper cabling from the Alloway Telephone Exchange 
that currently serves many of our households is not capable of        
satisfying the ever increasing demand. 

We are pleased that fibre optic cabling should soon be installed as far 
as the telegraph pole located in our Church Halls car-park. 

Once this is in place we should be able to negotiate a contract with a 
new service provider to give us an acceptable, and reliable Internet 
speed. 

Covid-19 Update: 

Both the Government, and the Church of Scotland, have recently     
advised several significant relaxations on gatherings and hospitality, 
but as these rules and guidelines are regularly being updated you will 
appreciate that we are reluctant to give you a meaningful position 
statement. 

Nevertheless we are increasingly confident that our Congregation, and 
those in the local Community, will soon be able to meet and socialise 
more frequently and in a more relaxed atmosphere. 

Thanks to our Committees. 

On your behalf I thank the Conveners and members of the Committees 
of Board who have worked tirelessly during these trying times. 

 

Ian Stewart 

Clerk to the Board 
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Wednesday Coffee & Chat 

 
Our first planned Coffee and Chat will take place on Wednesday 2nd 
February 2022 at 10.30am within the Fellowship Lounge. This is an    
informal get together with tea/coffee and a wrapped biscuit. Donation 
monies collected will go towards tree planting in line with our Eco 
Church Objectives. 

Other planned dates are Wednesday 2nd March, Wednesday 6th April 
and Wednesday 4th May. We are still looking for volunteers to help 
with this venture and if you are interested please contact Sheena Kemp 
(440700). 

Sheena Kemp 

on behalf of Worship Education & Development 

February Leisurely Lunch 
  

We were unfortunately unable to have our planned lunch in January 
due to Covid restrictions. 

However, we are ever hopeful that we will be able to enjoy food and 
fellowship on Thursday February 24th in the large hall from 12.00noon 
until 1.30pm. 

The proposed menu is a choice of Leek and Potato or Red Pepper and 
Tomato soup, followed by Apple Crumble or Lemon Meringue pie. Tea/
coffee and biscuits will round off the lunch. 

The cost remains at only £5.00 with all proceeds to Bandawe. 

We will keep you up to date via intimations in church and on the     
website but I hope that February will mark the beginning of our long 
awaited return to Leisurely Lunches. 

We look forward to seeing you whether as a regular or 
new customer. 
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Oberammergau 2022 
 
There are still some places available on the Church Pilgrimage to    
Austria and Oberammergau for the Passion Play.  We leave on 29     
August returning 5 September.  If you are interested, please contact 
Jill McNaught on 01292 441252 or nandjmcnaught@btinternet.com. 
 

 

                       Book for Lent 2022 
 

“Holy Habits “by Andrew Roberts  

The call to Christian discipleship is a call to adventure. Holy Habits 
explores the nature of that adventure through a rich mix of biblical 
material and inspiring stories. The nurturing role of the ten holy habits 
of discipleship as seen in Acts 2 is then explored. 

The ten habits are: biblical teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, 
prayer, giving, service, eating together, gladness and generosity,     
worship and making more disciples. Each chapter has suggestions for 
further reflection and action. 

It is hoped that this book will prove a very useful guide as we make our 
plans for mission.  

Feel free to source your own copy. 

If you would like to order a copy please let the secretary know by 13th 
Feb (approx. cost £9.00) [secretary.allowaypc@gmail.com] 

It is anticipated that a meeting open to all to discuss the book will be 
held in March 2022. 
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Several years ago there was a large log under the Brig o Doon and 
someone thought it was a crocodile so I wrote this poem based on To A 
Mouse.  

René Andrews 

 

 

To A Crocodile 

 

Big, sleekit, lowrin, ferocious beastie, 

O what a panic’s in my breastie! 

I’ll need tae start awa sae hasty 

Wi’ bickering brattle! 

Thou wad be keen to swim an’ chase me, 

Wi’ murd’ring prattle! 

 

Ma wee bit boatie’s noo in ruin! 

Its silly wa’s yer jaws hae strewin! 

An’ naething, now, to big a new ane, 

O’ foggage broon! 

An’ a’ the water’s coming through an’ 

Swirlin’ roon! 

 

But Croccie, thou had best gae hame, 

Yer toothie plans were a’ in vain. 

The best-laid schemes o’ crocs an men 

Gang aft aglee, 

For help is just aroon the bend, 

It’s Croc Dundee! 
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by 3rd Alloway Brownies Brown Owl Lise Whittle  

 

At Brownies we have started the New Year with a new theme badge 
called ‘Know Myself – Reflect’. It’s all about getting to know who we are, 
our role in Girlguiding, and the wider world. To earn the badge we will 
be; 

• finding out about ourselves and where we live, 

• deciding what we like (we get to plan our very own party!),  

• thinking about how we feel about things around us (our emotions) 
and if we all feel the same way; 

• asking questions (like ‘why, why, why?’);  

• making our very own personal flag. 

We’ll also be playing lots of other games and fun activities to do with 
the badge – oh I forgot, Brownies don’t like playing games do they?!!! – 
hee hee, only kidding! 

The Brownies will earn at least 3 badges, and they can earn more at 
home if they want. 

We made a start last week and earned the Collecting Badge by entering 
a one-page stamp competition with the theme of ‘My Favourite Things’. 
In previous years we have had Brownies huddled around tables head to 
head going through shared trays of stamps. Well obviously that's not 
possible at the moment, so we adapted and each Brownie had an I     
ndividual mat to sit on, and their own little tray of stamps. It was lovely 
to see the girls arriving and straightaway rooting through their tray of 
stamps. Each Brownie selected a few stamps and mounted them onto a 
sheet as a theme or story, with titles including ‘Flower Power’, ‘Things 
that remind me of my Childhood’, ‘Mystical Underwater Animals’, 
‘Travelling Around The World’, ‘Queen Elizabeth’, ‘Fascinating Creatures’ 
and ‘Roaring Rainbow Stamps’!                                        
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At the end of a great evening when we all 
stood up to sing our goodbye song, one 
Brownie just couldn't put her box down and 
stood up holding her tray still going through 
the stamps and singing ‘Brownie Bells’ at the 
same time, without looking up! Magical. 

Each Brownie got to take home a stamp    
album, a bag of stamps, some tweezers – and 
of course their special Collecting Badge. 
Thanks are due to members of Ayrshire   
Philatelic Society and the ‘Stamp Active’ 
group for the donation of stamps and        
albums. 
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THE BOYS’ BRIGADE 

1st Alloway Company 

SANTA 'S SLEIGH 
The Company has been running Santa's Sleigh for 24 years, each year 
the funds collected are donated to charities nominated by the current 
Queen’s Men. To date, £50,000 has been given as support to over 30 
charities. 

Once approved by SAC, the boys were advised of rota, procedure and 
setup. In addition teachers from Doonfoot & Alloway Primaries were   
given the routes and the  scheduled timetable, as they wanted to       
advertise to encourage the pupils (of ALL AGES). 

Alloway was the first night.  At every street corner, 3/5 families were 
out to see Santa. 

The Loaning Bus Terminal had crowds both sides of the road. From     
babies to toddlers right up to 90 year old grannies - everyone was      
delighted to see and be part of the Festive Spirit. 

After the first night, word spread like wildfire. Family cars appeared all 
along the routes. Yes, we covered the Parish, but the word spread      
wider to Kilmarnock, Girvan, Dunure, Prestwick & Glasgow. 

A total of £3,000 was raised and this has been forwarded to our five 
nominated charities. In addition the Sleigh and team of boys visited 
Coylton,  to support their local company and help to raise some funds for 
them. 

The support of parents, staff, ex-members and THE BOYS  ensured a 
fabulous team spirit. 

Stewart Robertson 

Company Captain 
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Hedgehogs 
 

Hello, I’m a Hedgehog Champion with the British Hedgehog       
Preservation Society/Peoples’ Trust for Endangered Species. 

How long is it since you last saw a hedgehog? They are now  officially 
classed as vulnerable to extinction in the UK. There are many reasons 
and it's sad to think of such a fate for this prickly little God’s     
creature. Here are ways to help: 

1. Link your garden with Hedgehog Highways 

2. Create a wild corner 

3. Make your pond safe with a ramp 

4. Clear away netting and litter 

5. Put out food and water 

6. Stop using chemicals 

7. Check before strimming 

8. Be careful with bonfires 

9. Make a home for hedgehogs 

10. Become a Hedgehog Champion 

What’s a Hedgehog Highway? Since they travel between 1-2 km a 
night searching for food and a mate, a small gap in your fence the 
size of a CD case will let them pass through. Ask your neighbours to 
do the same! 

If you spot a hedgehog when driving at night, and can’t stop in time, 
try to steer so it will pass under the middle of the car where least 
likely to be harmed. 

You can become a Hedgehog Champion by registering on https://
www.hedgehogstreet.org/website, which has resources to make your 
garden, neighbourhood and Parish hedgehog-friendly zones. 

 

Moira Grant, Falkirk 
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 Parish Record 

Deadline for March Newsletter —Tuesday 22 February —12 noon 

Contributions should be sent to: 

allowaychurch.newsletter@gmail.com 

Please visit our website www.allowaychurch.org or our Facebook page 

 

 

 

“Blessed are those who mourn they shall be comforted “ 

 

20.12.21 Mr James Bryson  Cairn Crescent 

27.12.21 Mr Dick Richmond  Gowanbank 

6.1.22  Mr Willie Kerr  Mosshill 

19.1.22 Mrs Ann Wilson  Barrhill Farm 

21.1.22 Mrs Isobel Thomson Greenan Way 

25.1.22 Mrs Elizabeth Gardner Cairn Crescent 

 

Baptism  

 

9.1.22    Arran Jack Hamilton son of Alison and Fraser  
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